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sultation with the ranking minority member,
and shall be comprised of such staff as the chair-
man determines is necessary to carry out the re-
sponsibilities of the Office.

(3) The primary responsibilities of the Office
shall include:

(A) Providing information and guidance to
Members, officers and employees of the House
regarding any laws, rules, regulations, and
other standards of conduct applicable to such
individuals in their official capacities, and any
interpretations and advisory opinions of the
committee.

(B) Submitting to the chairman and ranking
minority member of the committee any writ-
ten request from any such Member, officer or
employee for an interpretation of applicable
laws, rules, regulations, or other standards of
conduct, together with any recommendations
thereon.

(C) Recommending to the committee for its
consideration formal advisory opinions of gen-
eral applicability.

(D) Developing and carrying out, subject to
the approval of the chairman, periodic edu-
cational briefings for Members, officers and
employees of the House on those laws, rules,
regulations, or other standards of conduct ap-
plicable to them.

(4) No information provided to the Committee
on Standards of Official Conduct by a Member,
officer or employee of the House of Representa-
tives when seeking advice regarding prospective
conduct of such Member, officer or employee
may be used as the basis for initiating an inves-
tigation under clause 4(e)(1)(B) of rule X of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, if such
Member, officer or employee acts in accordance
with the written advice of the committee.

(j) Effective date

This section shall take effect immediately be-
fore noon January 3, 1991, except that sub-
sections (g), (h), and (i) shall take effect on Jan-
uary 1, 1990.

(Pub. L. 101-194, title VIII, §803, Nov. 30, 1989, 103
Stat. 1774.)

CODIFICATION

Section is comprised of section 803 of Pub. L. 101-194.
Subsecs. (a) and (e) to (h) of section 803 amended the
Rules of the House of Representatives which are not
classified to the Code.

ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS; AMENDMENTS TO ADVISORY
OPINIONS

Section 801(e) of Pub. L. 101-194 provided that: ‘“The
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct of the
House of Representatives shall amend its advisory
opinions relating to the acceptance of gifts (1) to pro-
hibit lodging received as personal hospitality in excess
of 30 days in any calendar year from any individual un-
less a written waiver is granted by the committee and
(2) to exempt gifts of food and beverages consumed not
in connection with gifts of lodging from coverage under
clause 4 of rule XLIII of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives.”

NONCAMPAIGN USE OF CAMPAIGN VEHICLES

Section 802(e) of Pub. L. 101-194 provided that: ‘“The
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct of the
House of Representatives shall issue an advisory opin-
ion to provide for appropriate conditions for the inci-
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dental noncampaign use of vehicles owned or leased by
a campaign committee of a Member of the House of
Representatives.”

RESTRICTIONS ON REIMBURSABLE TRAVEL EXPENSES

Section 805 of Pub. L. 101-194 provided that:

‘‘(a) RESTRICTIONS.—The Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct of the House of Representatives shall
amend its advisory opinions relating to the acceptance
of necessary travel expenses incurred on or after Janu-
ary 1, 1990, in connection with speaking engagements
and similar events to—

‘(1) prohibit the acceptance of such expenses for
more than 4 consecutive days in the case of domestic
travel and 7 consecutive days (excluding travel days)
in the case of foreign travel; and

‘“(2) permit the acceptance of travel expenses for
the spouse or other family member in connection
with any substantial participation event or fact-find-
ing activity.

‘“(b) EXEMPTION AUTHORITY.—The Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct of the House of Rep-
resentatives is authorized to grant prior written ex-
emptions from the limitations contained in subsection
(a)(1) in exceptional circumstances.”

§30. Term of service of Members of Congress as
trustees or directors of corporations or insti-
tutions appropriated for

In all cases where Members of Congress or
Senators are appointed to represent Congress on
any board of trustees or board of directors of
any corporation or institution to which Con-
gress makes any appropriation, the term of said
Members or Senators, as such trustee or direc-
tor, shall continue until the expiration of two
months after the first meeting of the Congress
chosen next after their appointment.

(Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 199, §1, 27 Stat. 553.)
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 722 of Title
31 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title
31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97-258, §1, Sept. 13,
1982, 96 Stat. 877.

§30a. Jury duty exemption of elected officials of
legislative branch

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of
Federal, State or local law, no elected official of
the legislative branch of the United States Gov-
ernment shall be required to serve on a grand or
petit jury, convened by any Federal, State or
local court, whether such service is requested by
judicial summons or by some other means of
compulsion.

(b) ‘““Elected official of the legislative branch”
shall mean each Member of the United States
House of Representatives, the Delegates from
the District of Columbia, Guam, the American
Virgin Islands, and American Samoa, and the
Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico, and
each United States Senator.

(Pub. L. 101-520, title III, §310, Nov. 5, 1990, 104
Stat. 2278.)

CODIFICATION

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 1991.

CHAPTER 3—COMPENSATION AND
ALLOWANCES OF MEMBERS

Sec.
31. Compensation of Members of Congress.



